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I.—Foreiegn Potttics, 


‘ge Roznama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 27th July has Romauss-M crap. 


Das HaBLvut Maress, 


ee the following :— | 
Persian politics. The Cologne Gazette says that, in his inter- 
view with the ministers of the Shah, the English Ambassador said that if 
Persia refused to make to England the concessions which she had made to 
Russia and to eign within 23 hours the agreement drawn up on that subject by 
the English, the latter Government would? bombard Bushire and Mahmara, 
and that the Persian ministers at last granted the concession in consequence of 
this threat. But this conduct of England has given great offence to Russia. 
Persia hus become a@ very a for England and Russia playing political 
tricks and counter-tricks! this is due to the treasonable conduct of the 
Persian ministers. Their negligence will bring abut a great evil to Persia. 
2, Referring to Mr. Brodrick’s yee to saddle India with a portion of 
| the South African army expenditure, the Sri Sri 
4 ee ae of the Vishnu Priya-o-Ananca Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 
er the 29th July writes as follows :— 
Lord Selborne says that if England had not to collect troops for defend- 
‘ne the Indian Empire, her army expenditure would be much less than 
what it is. Exactly so. All the wars which the English monarch has up to this 
time waged, no matter where, have been wars waged for India’s good. It was 
for the security of India that the Soudan war was carried on; it was for the 
good of India that troops had to be sent to Egypt; and it was for the benefit 
of the Indians and the Indians alone that Hongkong and Pekin tremble 
under the tread of English soldiers, and Malta has been occupied and a fort 
has been built at Gibraltar. And the great Boer war which has cost England 
so much money and so large a number of soldiers—was not the Boer war 
waged with the sole object of benefiting India? Again, is not the object of 
the expedition sent to Somaliland the security of India and the removal of 
India’s distress? Had it not been for the English soldiers sent to Somaliland, 
the Mad Mulla would, ere now, have conquered India and introduced a 
barbarous jurisprudence in the country; semi civilized Arabs would have 
recklessly spilled Indian blood and then escaped scot-free on the plea of 
insanity; and Indians would have been plunged into endless misery. Why 
should uot India, in the face of these circumstances, supply the cost of 
England’s military forces ? 
3. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 31st July writes as follows :— 
The warlike preparations at present being 


The M i a 
¢ Mencharia question. made by Russia in Manchuria lead one to suppose 


that the horrors of war will soon be — that land. Lord Cranborne declared 


in Parliament the other day that the British Government could not bring the 


Manchurian question to a settlement, as the real intentions of the Russian. 


Government with regard to Manchuria could not be ascertained. It is strange 
that Lord Cranborne should have said so. Russia ought to have evacuated 
Manchuria long ago. But instead of doing so even after the date fixed b 
herself for her final evacuation, Russia is attempting to hoodwink England, 
J apan and other Powers with sweet words, while secretly making extensive 
warlike preparations in Manchuria. All this ought to have made the inten- 
tions of Russia very clear to Lord Cranborne. In fact, it is not that 
the British Government did not understand the intentions of Russia, but 
_ that it was reluctant to go to war with her that has really delayed the final 
settlement of the Manchurian question. But the turn affairs have now taken 


renders it very improbable that a settlement can be arrived at without 
bloodshed. | | 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


\ 
ee | (a)}—Police, | | 
4. The Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 18th July writes that thefts are very 


Thefts in Comilla town. has its tale of theft cases. Thefts are by no means 


confined to the houses of lower-class people, and to cuécha buildings. Thieves 


common in Comilla town. Nota night passes but 
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find their way into the houses of respectable people and into pucka buildings as 
well. The town ae are worthless, and not a single case has yet been traced 
by them. The District Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police 
should no longer remain inactive. If necessary, new police officers should be 
imported or a detective should be employed. 
§. Referring to a case of dacoity which occurred on the 3rd June last 
VVanted a volice outrost in the 22,the house of a certain Pal in the Pakagram 
Rajehahi district. se village ynder the Charghat thana in the Rajshahi 
district, and in which the dacoits carried off pro- 
perty worth Rs. 840 in cash, ornaments, etc., after committing great oppression 
on the inmates of the house, the Hindy Ranjika [ Rajshahi| of the 22nd July 
says that since the abolition, 10 or 12 years ago, of the Malanchi outpost under 
the Nator thana, and the Arhani outpost under the Charghat thana, the villages 
from Nandakuja to Omarparhi under the former thana have become strongholds 
of thieves and dacoits, who are regularly carrying on their depredations over 
that part of the country. The re-establishment of the Malanchi outpost is 
urgently required for the effectual checking of the dudmashes. 
6. A correspondent, writing to the Pallas [Kalna} of the 29th July 
és tah cates ob Benton says that a special constable has been appointed to 
aq consranne ae msemse"y go on his rounds in Ichhapur and other villages in 
the Raniganj subdivision. But petty thefts are nevertheless very common in the 
locality. The constable is a worthless man, and is most haughty in his demean- 
our. He passes his days and nights in the house of a widow of the weaver caste, 
whom the weavers have out casted on account of her immoral connection with 
the constable. 
7. Referring to the case which is pending, in appeal, in the Court of the 
wisinithians dig ahh Geleiied District Judge of Nadia and in which the accused, 
sudan ane. ™ a certain Cojlins, charged six years’ ago along with 


another man named Lawson, with having outraged 
the modesty of two women named Harnam Bibi and Saudamini Bibi in 


Ranaghat in the Nadia district, had absconded and was recently arrested in 


Northern India where he was so long living peacefully with his father, the 
Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 2vth July asks 


if it speaks well for the police not to have been able for six long years to trace 


the man who was charged with so grave an offence and who was all the time 
moving about freely in his father’s residence. 


8. A correspondent from Sitakunda writes to the Jyoti [Chittagong] of 


., . the 80th July:— 
mate 1 Soe The chavkidars, far from being useful to the 


oe villagers, serve only to increase their troubles, and 
the chaukidari-tax is a sort of zu/m upon them. It is to be regretted that, far 


from giving relief to the poor famine-stricken villagers by reducing the number 

of chaukidars, the Magistrate has ordered that, in addition to the 60 chaukidars 

and 6 dafadars already existing, 14 more chaukidars and another dafadar should 

be ay oO It is to be hoped that the higher authorities will take this matter 
into their kind consideration. 

9. The same paper reposts a sae 98 theft in the house sg oye Lenn 

nta Chakravarti, aninhabitant of village Gairalla, 

vembinee +. Om y hoe pane ition Patiya. The thieves entered the 

are ouse by breaking through the brick wall of the 

hogs” gu carried away cash, ornaments and other valuables estimated at 

. 3,000. 


10. The Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 30th J uly B eee tn eight cases : f cattle 
; ae theft in villages in the Hooghly district and urges 
Pig > oh Soe Government to put a stop to the prevalence of the 
: crime in the district. ‘The employment of a number 
of detectives may easily lead to the arrest of the culprits. It is rumoured that 
the thefts are instigated by the owners: of the hide factory which has lately 
been established in the western part of the district. 
11. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Netrakona in the 
one f Mymensingh district complains of the ill-treatment 
Sub Tepostor mm the a to. which the Cvurt Sub-Inspector of the place 
Netrakona in_ the Mymensingh, gybjects village chaukidars who have to come to him 


wera on business. Recently one day he made a chaukidar 
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‘a punkah, and when, after some time, the man wanted to go away, 
ag tl him. Another day a chaukidar, who brought to court an oledes 
who had absconded, got kicks and blows for his reward. In fact, the Court 
Sub-Inspector cares nothing for the Government order prohibiting the employ- 
ment of chaukidars on menial work. 

The correspondent fails to understand why the Inspector of Netrakona 
neither examined nor issued a summons against Raj Krishna _Babu’s wife in 
the case of Iswar Chandra Sarkar vs. Pasan Chandra Kar. It is also a mystery 
why in the case under section 110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure against 
eight villagers of Baruri, in which the Magistrate ordered warrants to ‘issue 
against all the accused, the Inspector, Babu Prasanna Kumar Bagchi, issued 
warrants only against four of the accused, and not against the four others who 
are well-to-do men. At the hearing of the case many respectable witnesses 
gave these four a very bad character, 

12. The same paper says tMat the oppressiveness of the chaukidari tax 

) is day by day increasing in Kujipukur within the 

a of the jurisdiction of the Lalpur thana in the Rajshahi 

ee district. Formerly, there were only two chauki- 

dars in the village, But now the village has to entertain three chaukidars 

and a dafadar, besides paying the collecting panchayet a commission of 15 
r cent. on his collections and all his contingent expenses. . 

The following list compares the tax a number of people had to pay 
five years ago with that they have to pay now :— | 


Name. Pg = Tax now 
aio. 

Rs. A. Rs. A. 

Kachhir Pramanik (a labourer) vin —“ wD : s 
Ebrahim Mandal eee eee eee l 12 g 12 
Kefatulla Sarkar ‘a <. im 5 © 3 8 
Parswa Nath Saha ne sine “m 2s l 6 
Ramtanu Pramanik me eee a 2 12 
Chandra Nath Pramanik ... ove a. 0 10 1 -2 
Suja Molla (a labourer in extremely bai health) ... 0 6 0 10 
Michhu Karkar ae ee us A ae 3 0 
Jharu Biswas pe ae rr ee 
Saman Pramanik a an ws a 6 1 10 
Fakir Pramanik : coe vee eee 2 0 4 8 
Fuiga Pramanik nee ean oe 0 12 
Dhonai Pramanik ss ae: ee 2 0 
Sandal Pramanik ee a a . ¢ 
Ayajulla Pramanik a ose Pee oe 2 0 
Kokaram Pramanik — ae + 8 3 9 
Laban Pramanik sis ee ne = 2 0 
Khetu Pramanik a in in & @ 112 
Srimanta Pramanik mh pe a. 1 4 
Kumar Pramanik i ee + 0 14 


13. A correspondent wening ~ Hitavadi Lge of the 3let July 
Satine ., Says that budmashes have greatly increased in 
vileses t a eemeee oo i cortale Digha, Pakuria, and Shahapur villages in . the 
Pe _ Pabna district. Thefts are of daily occurrence in 
per villages. The police even when informed cannot render any effective 
“ p. Those of the respectable clagses who can afford to do so, have left 
A Migs om but the poorer among them have to bear all these troubles in 
14. A correspondent writing in the same paper says that thefts, 
Frequency of thefts, &c., in certai robberies, dacoities, &c., are very frequent in five 
villages singh district, OF 8iX villages in the neighbourhood of Jamurki 
g¢sin the Mymensingh district. OF SIX Villages in g UrkI, 

b Tangail, in the Mymensi district. Through 
the neglect of the police none of the offenders:. in cases have been 
apprehended or punished. Of the three or four cases of theft which occurred 
m J amurki during the months of Jaishtha and Ashar last, only one was 
enquired into. Strangers are often robbed on that section of the road from 
: amurki to Tangail which is situated to the west of the prostitutes’ quarter in 
amurki. Certain villagers secretly support the thieves and robbers. nae 
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15. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the Ist August writes. that 
| tigers are causing great havoc among cattle in 
village Barkala, police-station Onda. 

16. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the Ist August is glad that the case 
against Inspector Bijayendralal Mitra of the Cal- 
cutta Police has been dismissed on appeal by the 
High Court on the same grounds on which the 
writer had himself shown him innocent in a 


Tigers in the Bankura district. 


The case against Inspector 
—— Mitra of the Calcutta 
Police. 


previous issue. 

17. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the Ist August says that the usual 
practice of the Calcutta river police, in cases in 
which passenger boats carry more than the autho- 
rised number of passengers, is to take from the 
offending boatman his license and then prosecute him for his offence. So far, 
the practice does not cause the least inconvenience to the public. But, in some 
cases, the police arrest boatmen guilty of the above offence and take them 
away, thereby causing great inconvenience to the public, as the boat is 
detained in the absence of the boatmau. Cases have been known in which 
boatmen have been arrested and taken away, but have been subsequently 
released by the police. Detectives ought to be employed to enquire into 
the complaint. 

18. The Basumatt [Calcutta] of the 1st August complains of the 
prevalence of theft and 6udmash, in the Bhan- 

ria village under the Chatmahar thana in the 
| a district. A case of theft occurred in Chaitirz 
last and property in cash and ornaments was stolen. On the night of the 
25th June fast thefts with house-breaking were committed in the houses of 
Sasibhusan Chaki and Durganath Sinha, inhabitants of the village, and 
property of great value in cash, ornaments, clothes, &c., was carried off. The 
police has proved useless in tracing the culprits, The attention of the 
authorities in drawn to the matter. 

19. A correspondent from Nawabganj writes to the Dacca Prakash { Dacca } 
of the 2nd August that the wife uf one Rajmohan 
Das of the mahisya caste was enticed away by 

certain persons on the 6th of Sravan. The poor 
man lodged information at the Nawabganj thana, at the proper time, but 
it 18 to be regretted that the culprits have not yet been detected. 


A complaint sgainst the Calcutta 
River Police. 


Thefts in a village inthe Pabna 
district. 


A case of abduction of a woman 
undetected. 


(b)}— Working of the courts. pee 
20. The Charu Mihsr [Mymensingh | of the 28th July complains that the 


bis istrict Magistrate of Mymensingh too often dis- 

Pl gg Magistrate of misses appeals inane i Mr. man has been 

| | in the district only for a short time. It is to be 

hoped that he will take a more favourable view of the appeals which are pre- 

ferred to him and thereby remove.the sense of uneasiness which is created in 
the public mind. 

21. The Sanjvané [Calcutta] of the 30th July has the following :-— 

sie dailies one ate Nawab of Dee. energies piewe wer 

and influence in t Bengal an in Dacca 

Des. ‘me town. There is scarcely an official in Dacca 


who has not eaten the Nawab’s salt and who does 
not pay him regard. The Nawab owns a garden, named Sabas, at the eastern 
extremity of Dacca town close to some land belonging to Mr. Kedar -Nath 
Roy, District Judge of Rangpur. The Nawab’s servants secured the help of 
three of Mr. Roy’s raiyats and forcibly cut away paddy from the land of a 
fourth raiyat of Mr. Roy’s, Mr..Roy, thereupon, brought a criminal action 
against the aggressors in Jan 1902. ut the case was subsequent! 
withdrawn by Mr. Roy on the Nawab Saheb’s pleader giving Mr. Roy’s 
pleader an assurance that Mr. Roy’s right to the land would be restored 
and that no attempt would be made on the Nawab Saheb’s part to occupy It. 
But the assurance was not fulfilled and the land which had been forcibly 
taken from Mr, Roy’s raiyat was not restored. The lutter, consequently, 


é 
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sought redress in the civil court under section 9 of the Speci i 
afr Roy brought rent suits against the three raiyats a, tas Ge = " ya 
Nawab Saheb, All these suits were decreed in favour of the olaintiffs ~ the 
Seat Munsif of Dacca. The raiyat who had brought a suit for the os Parag 
tion of his land applied for execution of the decree passed in, his fa init, 
and the Court ordered the naib nazir to go personally and give diniin 
the land to the applicant, The naib nazir, accordingly ounk on the ard 
April agg oni - po Court’s order, | ' 
But he came back and reported to the Munsif that ivi 
land, accompanied by two pie. peons, the Aaithddie Gah «seek tad i | 
Mr. Roy, he was met by the judgment-debtor, Raghubar, two durwans of he, 
Nawab Saheb’s and about a hundred men armed with lathis; that the latter 
party beat the nab nazzr, his peons, the decree-holder and Mr. Roy’s man, a d 
did not allow him to put the decree-holder in possession of thee land; ths t 
one among the judgment-debtor’s party made himself known to the naib n r 
as the Mirza Saheb’s grandson and told him that the Nawab Saheb had me 
for him to his garden; that the naib nazir and his men were forcibl poe 
oo ; proenee o bogs to co ye te Saheb’s garden, the carriage "bela g 
closely guarded on the way ; and that they were ¢ i ' 
an why and were then related. . ee - 
This oppression was perpetrated within the precincts of the Dacca town! 
After this, who can say what oppression cannot be committed els bene? 
The decree-holder applied to the Munsif for permission to tate "th 
oppressors. But the Munsif, instead of passing any order oo oe A ol : 
tion, submitted the natb nazir’s report to the District Judge. Th oo 
holder, also failing to get redress in the Munsif’s Court "i li d the 
District Judge for permission to prosecute the judgment debto + a his mo 
The Judge permitted the naib nazir to institute criminal proc edi ; bt t did 
not permit the decree-holder to do so because he belie d th t th sng 
holder’s case would come up in the course of the hearin a ~% we decree- 
case. Inthe Naib Nazir’s case, however, the District Magi . te porch 
re | ne arg gm sentenced him to six months’ ~ neta 
lon O e Penal Code. But why were not the oth 
‘summoned and tried? Mr. er accused 
- : a but his nh diuniseed prego that omy ar cae 
0 identify the men who h ; 
—ne that there had lege ipo aide seh de tea cela 
was beaten. A motion was made to the District Jud i : 
order, but the order which the Judge passed ot ducge agian the Negiientes 
an offence under section 147 ma “ go a. cat oe ee 
Ss a meee cee y have been committed, there was no necessity 
S a ae —- — poogll: sean - — the redress obtained 
decree-holder and Mr. Roy’s man. Dadastes ' 4 the wrong sustained by the 
being moved, has agreed with the me eg r y) ~ bg Court, too, on 
one prosecution unnecessary for one and th se aa ee Paar — eile 
than one man is oppressed in th © mame incident. Dat eon more 
of the complaint of one of the com 1 course of a single incident, should the trial 
complaints of all the other we. pases be regarded as disposing of the 
to meet the ends of justice? If the Briti Nas pensonen: as calou lated 
this way, then it will be dificult f ritish Courts administer justice in 
the strong. The attention of th or the weak to protect themselves against 
O e Viceroy and of the Lieutenant-Governor 


is th Invi 
erefore invited to this case. The weak were oppressed in this country — 


in the ti 
be — ee rulers. Nor was there any respite for them under 
vot Genel’ te baa gh aged : — ea ti though they have not 
a . n, stl ey hope to get red h 

re oppressed. Jf that hope is dashed to the i ag ar cca wie potbd 


with a stronger 
their pli, ag hand and the weak will not have heart or strength to oppose 


22. A correspondent writing in the' Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 31st July. 


says:— ) 
Babu Jogendra Nath Mukhopadhyaya, although 

an inhabitant of the Ramporehat subdivision, 

as the sarishtadar of 


The Sarishtadar f | 
Munsif’s Court, lo Rd cab 


Birbhum district, has somehow managed to be poste 


UirTavaDt, 


July 31st, 193, 


\ 


FARIDPUR 
BITAISHINI, 


Jaly 31st, 1903. 


PEOPLE AND 
PRaTIVASI, 


July 31st, 1903. 


Nava Yoo, 


August, Ist, 1903. 
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the first munsif’s court at Ramporehat, in spite of the Government regulations 
rohibiting the appointment of any officer in his native subdivision. Jogendra 

abu has got many friends and relatives amongst the pleaders, doctors, &c,, 
of the subdivision, and many of his own.cases are conducted at the sub. 
divisional courts. In fixing dates for hearing, he often favours the pleaders 
who are related to him by allowing them ample time for applications in 
limitation cases, obtaining copies of plaints, supplying deficient court-fees, 
&c, That the other pleaders are greatly inconvenienced in consequence will 
be apparent from an examination of the records of the court. The high- 
handed proceedings of Jogendra Babu in connection with the making of 
affidavits are known to every body, and will be testified to by all respectable 
people connected with the courts. 


. 23. The Faridpur Hitaishini [Faridpur] of the 31st July writes thus :— 

; Two Judges of Faridpur having one after 
Magistracy in another expressed unfavourable opinions on the 
judgments passed bY Babu Girish Chandra Sarkar, 
Deputy Magistrate of Faridpar, Government has withdrawn from him his 
first class criminal powers. Several judgments of Babu Haris Chandra Roy, 
another Deputy Magistrate of Faridpur, have also been reversed by the Judge 
on appeal, who has pointed out defects in procedure in those judgments, 
The effect of this reversal of judgments and making of unfavourable remarks 
by the Judge and the action taken by Government thereon, has been that a 
sort of panic is created in the minds of the Deputy Magistrates of Faridpur. 
It is said that they no longer have tle courage to pass sentences which would 
be appealable to the District Judge, for fear of incurring the Judge’s adverse 
criticism, nor are they very willing, for the same reason, to commit prisoners 
to the sessions or pass sentences upon prisoners after the arguments for the 
prosecution and defence have been finished before the result of the appeal 
by the prisoner first tried has been known. How far the Deputy Magistrates 


may be expected to act independently under such circumstances may well be 
imagined. , 


24. The People and Prativasi {Calcutta of the 3lst July has the following 
in its English columns :— | 


The Native 
Faridpur. 


The Jorasanko police case, Cal- 


Bn The appeal in the Jorasanko police oppression 


: case, 10 which Inspector Mittra was fined Rs, 300 
by the Chief Presidency Magistrate for having wrongfully confined a res- 
pectable Bengali gentleman who had a brawl with a friend of the Inspoctor’s 
(a Maharaja’s grandson) over a woman of the town, came on before Justices 
Banerjee and Handley for hearing the other day. Mr. Jackson, who appeared 
for the Inspector, raised a rather novel plea on his behalf, and said that as the 
police case against him was not lodged within three months of the commission 
of the offence by which it was occasioned, as was required under section 99 
of the Calcutta Police Act, it was barred by limitation. There were good 
reasons, however, for this delay, the complainant being naturally anxious to 
know the result of a counter-case brought against him by the Police before going 
to law with them ona fresh issue. The breakdown of the Police prosecution 
in the same case went to strengthen his hands, and he was quite right in 
awaiting the end of the old case before launching himself forth on a new one. 
As it is, the Inspector is thought by many people to have got less than his 
deserts, and it is sincerely to be trusted that the High Court would know how 
to uphold the majesty of the law and the rights of British citizenship, both 
of which were so wantonly violated by the convicted Inspector. 


25. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 1st August finds fault with Mr. N. N. 
oe a 6 ae = grange _——— of the Par 
‘strate, Caleutta Police Cany olice Court, for the punishment he has inflicte 

— ee ee ae peon attached to the Bow Bazar Post Office, 
who figured as the defendant in a case recently tried by him. The remark 1s 
made that the punishment was not warranted by the evidence adduced at the 
trial and would not in all probability have been inflicted on the accused if he 
had not cited as one of his witnesses Nripendra Chandra Gupta, a man con- 
nected with this newspaper and therefore extremely disliked by the Magistrate. 
The way Mr. Mitter has for some time past conducted himself towards Babu 
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Nanda Lal Basak, a pleader of the Calcutta Police Court, is also, according 
to the writer, open to great objection. ; : 

96. The same paper says that many "4 when dying leave their estates 

in the hands of t 
The Official, Aen rd i these estates often belong to some undivided ten- 
=_— ei uation anted lands, the rents of which are not regularly 
realised from the side of the Official Assignee owing 

to the smallness of the sums falling due to the deceased proprietors. And so, 
when rents have sccumulated for 6 or 7 months, rent suits are brought against 
the tenants. The Assignee loses nothing by this, but, on the contrary gains, in 
commission, The poor tenants are, however, subjected to the penalty of pay- 
ing the costs of these suits. The Assignee’s notice is drawn to this matter. 

27. The People and Pratiwasi Neer of the Ist August has the follow- 

ing in its English columns :— | 

‘Law cases are mostly decided contrary to 
public expectations. So seldom does the jurists’ view of a case coincide with 
the public opinion in the matter that people have come to believe that the more 
a case deals with a real grievance or oppression the greater is the chance of 
its being lost in the law caurts. Justice is now a-days looked upon as an ab- 
straction which has no existence save ina certain class of literature. Legal 
hair-splitting often proves so much injurious to the cause of justice that some- 
times we are inclined to question the usefulness of law as a protecting agent 
to human society. Is law such a different thing from common sense that it 
never allows a judge or jury to take what appears to the people to be a right 
view of the case? We looked with much curiosity into the judgment delivered 
by Justices Banerjee and Handley of the Calcutta High Court in the police 
case in which Inspector Bijoyendralall Mitter was implicated to see how 
their Lordships could defend the conduct of the Inspector. But we were 
surprised to find that it was a very thin rope on which the case had been 
hanged. ‘Their Lordships could not even descend to the merits of the case, a 
mere technical objection raised by the counsel of Bejoyendra Lall was invested 
with so much importance that their Lordships were mainly occupied in the 
judgment with discussing the validity or otherwise of that objection. We 
donot know whether it is the custom with eminent jurists to give such 
importance to what appears such a_ trival objection to the public. In 
this instance the case could not stand because the action against the Police 
Inspector was taken after 3 months had elapsed since the commission of 
the offences. The refuge was ‘taken under a Police Act which requires 
that all actions against police oppressions should be taken within a _speci- 
fied time. When we heard that Mr. Jackson hunted up this obsolete 
provision of the Police Act, and urged it with all the emphasis which 


‘ Taw—a meat or poison.” 


Nava YoG, 


e Official Assignee, Portions of 4° 1: 19. 


PEOPLE AND 
PRATIVASI, 


August lst, 1908. 


naturally belongs to everything coming from a lawyer of his position, we . 


wondered what could be the purpose of the legislature in thus strengthening the 
oppressive hand of police. We were aware of unwritten laws which go to 
favour the Police officers, but that there are written laws which make it convenient 
for them to tease and trouble the people we did not know till now. As to the 
utilitv of this particular rule of limitation in favour of Police officers there is 
something like an oracular statement in the judgment, which we must confess 
we are obtuse enough to understand and appreciate. Thisis an extract from 
the judgment. ‘We think it is quite a reasonable provision of law that crimi- 
nal prosecutions against police officers for acts done by them inthe discharge 
of their duty should have a limitation of time, For whilst, on the one hand, 
the public require to be protected against abuse of authority by the police, on 
the other hand, the police require some protection against being prosecuted for 
acts done by them in the discharge of their duty at any distance of time after 
the alleged acts have been committed. The very nature of their duties 
exposes police officers to the risk of frequent prosecution and it would be a 
great hardship if they continued liable to he prosecuted for acts done by them 
in the discharge of their public duties at any distance (sic), The clause there- 
ore, in our opinion, applies, as far as the rule of limitation goes, to criminal 
Prosecutions as well as to civil actions.’ ce 
‘Weare not told how and why it is unfair to police officers to prosecute 
them for an offence which they committed, say a year before. oes the 


acca PRAKASH, 
August 2nd, 1903. 


Banca BHUMI, 
August 4th, 1903. 


—_ - « 
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enormity of the crime lessen with the lapse of time? Judged in that light o 
man will not be required to answer before God for any sin which he might 
have committed 3 months before his death. ‘As for the hardship of the police 
officers, does the learned Justice mean to ray that it becomes very difficult for 
a police officer to give an explanation of any act which he committed lon 
time ago ; for he cannot then have a vivid recollection of what he did an 
what led him to do it, and so on? Then the period specified should have been 
much longer than 3 months. We can well understand the necessity of such 
a rule of limitation in the case of civil suits for recovering money lent out to 
interest. For in this case the purpose of the limitation rule appears in our 
opinion to be to ask the lender to make use of the earliest opportunity for 
recovering his money and thus not to encourage the indolent and careless habits 
which a habitual borrower is likely to have cultivated. But to give the police 
such an advantage of a limitation rule might bea little beneficial to the ad- 
ministration, but is undoubtedly detrimental to the interests of the society. 
A Judge is more concerned with the upholding of justice than the convenience 
of the administrators.” 7 

‘Then again we must say that the way in which the learned Judges sought 
to establish that an act done under the order of the Commissioner of Police 


can be treated as an act done under the provisions of the Calcutta Police Act, 


suits more a cunning lawyer than a Judge having in view the laudable object 
of doing good to the society by an impartial administration of justice. The 
learned judges have sought to justify any circular order authorising the Cal. 
cutta Police to enquire into matters. But there are enquiries and enquiries. 
Has it not occurred to the learned Judges, that such an order is calculated to 
work more harm than good? It might be said that it is under the protection 
of this enquiry-order that Bijoyendra wanted to oblige his friend by an act of 
oppression. ‘The Judges have not quite lost sight of the fact that the Com- 
missioner of Police is not empowered by section 9 of the Police Act to pass any 
order which might seriously affect the public good, but still their Lordships 
have no hesitation in classing an act done under this order with one done under 
the Police Act. Dothey not see thatthe Calcutta Police might make use of 
this enquiry order as an engine of oppression to the public? The judgment 
is throughout characterised by a, tendency to sacrifice the ends of justice to an 
undue regard for legal quibbles.. There is not much attempt to penetrate be- 
yond the surface of things. In law courts we badly require a vision clear 
enough to see through the mist of legal hairsplitting and at once perceive the 
true state of things. In conclusion, we regret thatthe learned Judges have 
not even gone through the judgment of the Chief Presidency Magistrate care- 
fully, or they could not have observed in the judgment that the Police officer 
in question has not done anything ‘in abuse of his authority and only on the 
colour of that authority for the purpose of harassing or injuring other people.’ 
Is it not distinctly said in the judgment of Mr, Pearson that there was no 
enquiry worth the name and all that the Inspector did was to ask the woman 
certain questions, in reply to which she said ‘I can say nothing until my Babu 
comes.’ Sometimes it is through the reflected ‘light on the action that a motive 
becomes apparent, The learned Justices in the face of these facts said that ‘ the 
act was not one which was done in abuse of authority and only under colour 
of that authority for purpose of harassing or injuring other people! !!’” 
28. A correspondent from Munshiganj writes to the Dacca Prakash [Dacca] 
: of the 2nd August that litigants are often put to 
greaf inconvenience for want of court-fee stamps 
and other stamps. It is said that an adequate supply 
of court-fee stamps, folio papers for copies and Government demi-paper is not 
kept at the Munshiganj sub-treasury, The Subdivisional Officer of Munsh1- 
gan} should see that this inconvenience of the public is removed. _ 
29. In commenting upon the work of the Municipal Magistrate of Cal- 
cutta, the Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 4th Aug- 


The Caleutta Municipal Magis- re 
trate’s Court. ipal Magis- wyst remarks as follows :- 


Inconvenienge of litigants at 
Munshiganj in the Dacea district. 


3 _As the result of two days’ observation of the 

proceedings of the Municipal Magistrate’s Court.in the Town Hall, it may 

eafely be asserted that the so-called Court of Justice is only a means devised 

by the municipality to increase its income. The poor get absolutely no justice, 
| \ 


\ 


\ 
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those whose pleaders are in attendance or who can afford to employ 


Po of Kanai Babu’s calibre, may have some chance. Cases are not rare 


‘1 which innocent persons have been the victims of the over-zeal of munici- 
pal und erlings. The Magistrate himself sometimes admits it, but the punish- 
ment inflicted is all the same. It would appear from this that the Municipal 
Magistrate is true to the salt he eats. ; ) . 
90, The Pratijna [Calcutta] of the 5th August writes as follows :— 
ee ‘‘ No tiger, but only a shadow.” Mr. Pearson, 
Babu Bijayendra Lal Mitras the Presidency Mugistrate, fined Bijayendra Lal 
core Mitra, Inspector of the Jorasanko thana, Rs. 300 
and another P»lice officer named Ganda Rs, 79 for detaining in unlawful con- 
fnement one Manmathanath Das of China Bazar. Bijay Babu must have then 
seen a huge tiger and this tiger-scare of his frightened even ourselves. When 
Bijay Babu subsequently sought the protection of the High Court, the incarna- 
tion of justice in that Court, to wit, the noble-minded Gurudas Babu, declared 
after a careful examination, ‘‘no, no, this is no tiger. It is only a shadow. 
Bijay, go home with your mind perfectly at ease.” Thus an offence for which 
the Presidency Magistrate fined o ay Babu was not deemed an offence by 
the High Court. Bijay Babu has cleared himself. What wonder that people 
should easily ‘see tigers in a country in which there is such wide discrepancy 
between the judgments of different judicial officers. 
What was to be has taken place. Now, who is responsible for the neces- 
sity that Bijay Babu has been under of spending everything he possessed ? 
We are glad at his acquittal. 


(d) — Education, 


31. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 28th July says: —Babu Kshirod Chandra 
Sen, the Head Master of the ,Pirojpur High 
English School, we are grieved to hear, does not 
behave well towards his colleagues and the boys. 
The public also are said to be not satisfied with 
him. It is to be hoped he will mend his manners in future. 
32, A correspondent ive to the Hitavad: [Calcutta] of the 3lst July as 
follows :— 
_ Mr. Hallward, Inspector of Schools, Rajshahi 
Division, issued a notice fixing the 27th June as 
ad the last date for paying the fees for the Minor and 
the Upper Primary examination. The Sub-Inspector of the Serajganj sub- 
division in the Pabna district, having been sent to the Rangpur Training School, 


Misbehaviour of the Head 
Master ot the Pirvjpur High 
English School. 


Fa ment of examination fees in 
the Serajgan) subdivision of the 
Pabna district. 


the Sub-Ingpector of the Ullapara centre received the fees for the Serajgan) — 
Schools. But he received fees up to the 25th June only, after which he went 


away to his own centre. Those who came after the 25th could not conse- 
uently pay in their fees. Some of them went as far as Ullapara for the Sub- 
nspector, but not finding him there, sent him their fees by money order to 
Shabayatpore. But these moncy orders were not received on the ground that 
they arrived later than the last date fixed for payment of the fees. — 


33, The Samay [Calcutta] of 31st July pe that Babu Bhupendra- 


Riction 6 ‘Deke Beenie, nath Basu has been elected by the Calcutta Uni- 


nath tasu by the. Calcutta Uni- 


versity. 


ture Council. It is hoped that he will prove a 


a worthy re Iniversity and the 
public, and do his duty well. 7 mpPenie ¢ i” Verney : 
34, Referring to the result yi the last Calcutta Universit onan ha 
The Cal versity elec, membership of the Bengal Legislative Council, the 
tion, oe oe Yug * rOaleutta et el st August says that 
h Mr, Bhupendranath Basu, the suscessful candidate, 
8 ould now think witlin himself whether those members of the Senate who 
voted in his favour and againat Mr. N. N. Ghosh did not bring disgrace upon 
the entire body. No intelligent man will ever think that Mr. Ghosh’s ability 
and fitness have in any way suifered by his failure to secure a large number of 
votes, Mr, Basu’s success has, on the other hand, led people to think that the 
candidate, who has the advantage of canvassing on his side, may not care much 


for ability and fitness in order to be elected to the Council. 


\ 


\ 


versity as its representative in the Bengal Legisla- 
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July 28th, 1903. 
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HITavVaRTA, 


Hinpv RanJlKa, 
July 22nd, 1908. 


Cua. MIHIR, 
July 28th, 1903, 


\ 


ORR ROP OT eS 


MANBHUM, 
July 28th, 1903. 


Re rtriees 
a 


‘ as 
“% r aig eat _ ye ie ee eee ¥ > os . Sig BR ~~ gs, OS He 
‘ ‘ a . “eee : Saal os aaa . A> a cd ta wait tem - e “ : ws ree. ae ae . ges ey oa ar - ae = ia <a weiss 
- ww os © ppc Stee ‘ 4 Ke, - Cee a Pe dali ‘ . S ; _ og -  e tia 6 i ta _ — ‘ m ORYSE ore a eu ee. Stn Pane . — . _ Aes = $e eae Rae my OP Ds wee wee ates an 
Rs a ae iegce nope eae ie at sea Wigeeee AE le Oa TO OE ee ee wit iat init... a sae =| oe ‘og ene, coe ee ee SRR IL 2S AE ee ee eos — ae eae SO SO Seawie A ol 
. ’ 4 anbebideburescrs ling fee <r gee meen trade AE eee ith 5 th : ny ae ine? . eal their : Py . ? . portent Ki ; 4 ¥ ide ; cot Sa Lae ER RY 
LRT OR RO eS A, 2. PLE 2 . ¢. wy fe; mn pee ry - A os ; hye. 3 Te Wee ret ad yy res _— - FS "sy itt a cae ier) < 4 
% : recat ae Ree As SES = 5 te aay 2 + he. f Tee ee AS aa os Sea? Ba 
. . wi Moe eS ees a ee ee ee ee : : a Satta 2d $s eS oil + alata : Boeri g ses Sg eect AE ae ; , aon . ; w : 
peg? idee i ita Soa ee Ie Poe ee eae eee pn 70. See ~ tay * 3 . pay pal ‘ , rf Sap it 
7 Lae ee See gap i She SH ice Hs EL sss EF f F . the silt sas : * ” 
y See 3S : E ie \ * seit — 


, 
€ 
= 
~ 
X 
k 
i] 
P| 
: “Rs 
ae 
ee 
oe 
a 
nw 
> Sey 
3 reg 
? Be 
: oe 
ee 
ae 
$ 
GH 
. 
os 
ee 
; bag 
® ees 
g 4 
3 
gh 
V a Be 
be Q 
r “aed 
ee 
a i 
ae 8) 


BIKAS, 
~ July 28th, 1903. 


mS At eae - nae ORAL AOE INES IL 
~ PS IS es PT te ee PS Oe eae 
, 
“ oe : , 5 
o> vpiilalaiad patthahaas ttt PMNS 
% a _ 
2 ss 
actin 
_ 


JYOT!, 
July 80th, 1903. 


( 688 ) 


85. The Mitavarta [Calcutta] of the 2nd August says that on account of 
Favouritism shown to Messrs, Clay in the publication by Messrs. Macmillan and 
Mu and Company in the Company, of text-books appointed for schools in the 
selection of text books in the [United Proviaces of Agra and Oudh, the students 
United Provinces. _ puffer great inconvenience. Lately a deputation of 
some native —- headed by Mr. Mukherji, the local Inspector of Schools, 
interviewed Sir James LaTouche for the purpose of informing him of the in- 
convenience to which the students are put in consequence of negligence on the 
part of the above publishers. It is wrong to enrich a European publishing 
firm at the expense of native authors and publishers by granting it in this wa 
a monopoly of text books. The educational authorities in the United Provinces 
should see that this injustice is not repeated. 
36. The same paper is sorry that Bengali students are not admitted into 


the Bihar Engineering School. Of late some domi- 

a; we fauna ciled Bengali boys who had secured District Board’s 

| pepe, 9 favour which is exclusively reserved 

for Bihar students—were not admitted into the school on the ground that they 

were Bengalis. It is to be determined whether those domiciled students should 
be recognised as Bengalis or as Biharis. 


(e )—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


37. The Hindu Ranjika [Boalia} of the 22nd July complains of the objec. 
sini ital silt tionable practice of prostitutes in Boalia town, 
thes oa Boslia town. i Rajshahi district, bathing in the same river ghats 
in which men and schovl-boys bathe. ‘lhe authori- 
ties should compel these women to go to ghats which are not frequented by the 
other sex. 
88. The Charu Milur [Mymensingh | of the 28th July writes that a strong 
- eo a stench issues from the pucka drains in Mymensingh 
Fe holla Grains in “'Y- town. A drain in the north of the hospital gives 
| out such a horrible smell that it is impossible to 
pass that way The Municipal Commissioners ought to take more interest in 
their work and devise means for the improvement of the drains, 
89. .The Manbhum {|Manbhum] of the 23th July complains that the water 
ae ere monger en of the tanks in Manbhum town which is used by the 
bh clinton of tank water ""™ people for bathing and drinking purposes, is often 
| polluted by lower class people washing dirty clothes 
in it, and invites the attention of the Vice-Chairman of the Municipality to the 
matter. | 
40. The Bikas | se of the 28th July complains that the affairs of the 


ae ., Barisal Charitable Dispensary are grossly mis- 
Pr ros =: Barisa: managed. The compounders ill-treat the ‘atlaale 
in various ways if the latter fail to satisfy them 
with money. As an instance in point, an indoor patient was turned out by the 
compounders Ananda Chandra Sen and Baikuntha for no other fault than his 
inability to pay more than Rs. 2. Neither Dr. Cobbe, the Civil Surgeon, nor 
his subordinate, Babu Kshirod Chandra Ray, seems to take any notice of this 
disgraceful state of things. The District Magistrate is the President of the 
Despensary Comuittee, and itis hoped this matter will receive his best atten- 
tion. 7 } } 
41. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 30th July complains that Government 
Threatened abolition of Munici- 08 Wrong by withdrawing the privileges one 
pal Self-Government in the mufus- after another which it had ounce wisely granted. 
sal. The rumour goes that Government does not intend 
to stop short after the passing of the Calcutta Municipal Act, but means to 
extend its hand gradually towards the mufussal municipalities also. The 
Mymensingh correspondent of the Bengalee writes that Government has issued 
two circular letters 4o the mufassal municipalities asking their opinions on (1) 
the advisability of withdrawing the administration of water-works from the 
municipalities, (2) and on that of appointing paid assessors for the assessment 
of heme rates. Ifthe report be true, Government must have some very 
J 


serious object in view, and Local Self-Government may be considered as 
destroyed, although by ind’.ect means. © , , | 


( 689 ) 


49, The Hitavad: oe of the 3lst July writes as follows:— 

‘he 2i27 of Mr. Carey, the Magistrate of Mur- 
shidabad, has at last triumphed in the affair relating 
to the District Engineer of the Murshidabad district. 
On the 22nd July last, a special meeting of the District Board resolved to remove 
Babu Nabakumar Chakravarti after due notice. All this agitation, all this 
discussion, even the Commissioner’s order, went for nothing. Since Mr. Carey is 
the autocrat of the District Board and the majority of the members are only apke- 
wastes, it was indeed a foregone conclusion that impartial justice would not be 
done in this case. That a respectable person should be thus harassed for no other 
offence than the offence of unfortunately incurring the displeasure of the District 
Magistrate, 18 greatly to be pitied. It appears that the Lieutenant-Governor 


The Murshidabad District Engi- 
neers Case. 


will shortly proceed to Berhampore. He should, when there, attempt to redress ~~ 


the injustice done in this case; otherwise the reputation of the authorities will 
be seriously injured. It is not known on what secret support Mr. Carey relies, 
but bis boldness is really astonishing. | me ; 
43, A correspondent writing to the same paper “— that itis now eight 
or nine years since the Titaghur Municipality 
separated itself from South Barrackpore, There are 
20 thousand inhabitants within this Municipality, 
which has an annual income of 30 to 38 thousand rupees. In spite of all this, 
the quarter of the town inhabited by the Hindus is quite as unhealthy and as 
full of jungle as it had been when Titaghur was included in the South Barack- 
pur Municipality. There are no satisfactory arrangements at the burning 
ghat as regards a cover and light, nor is there any walled space to protect the 
burning piles. Great inconvenience is thus caused to those who find it neces- 
sary to use the ghat. Repeated representations to the Municipal authorities 
have been of no avail. 


The Titaghur Municipality in 
the 24-Parganas district. 


(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


44. Some correspondents writing in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 31s* 
July says that the zu/m on the tenants has greatly 
increased since the Patichara village in the Dinaj- 
ur district has been placed under the Court of 
ards, The Manager is enhancing the rents of the 
poor and illiterate tenants by illegal means. The poor tenants are often forced 
to work 4 or 5 days in the month without receiving any remuneration. The 
expenses of the estate have increased five times. 


Oppressive proceedings of the 
Court of Wards in the Dinajpur 
district. 


(9)—Raitlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


45, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 28th July complains that the 
latrine arrangements in the railway carriages’ of 
the Dacca-Mymensingh-Jagannathgunge Railway 
line are most defective. The smell is sometimes 
unbearable, and the health of the passengers may suffer. Either the present 
a eoents should be improved or a separate latrine carriage should be 
vided. 
16. A correspondent writing to the Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 29th July, 
A railway complaint com pone that Dag at the Kalipahari station 
on the East Indian Railway are greatly inconveni- 
enced for want of a station platform. 4s there is no overbricge at the station 
serious accidents may at any time occur to ‘persons who have to cross the 
railway line at all hours of the day. Although the income of the Railway 
Company at Kalipahari is not small, the Railway authorities have turned a 
deaf ear to all the representations: of the public on the above two subjects. 
This is much to be regretted. a | 
47. A correspondent writes to the Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 30th July:— 
i els ee here were separate booking-offices at the 
eine aronen Chittagong railway station for intermediate and 
third-class passengers. But some time since there has been only one booking- 
office for both. This occasions great inconvenience, Two police constables 
stand at the booking-office gates, presumably to maintain order. But they very 
often insult passengers, A few days ago a gentleman was compelled to 
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purchase a third-class ticket by bribing the police. Formerly many & passenger 
used to purchase intermediate-class tickets only to avoid rough handling by the 
police. Now that the intermediate class booking-office has been abolished, no 
one will care to ape 0 intermediate-class tickets by subjecting himself to 
insult at the hands of the police. : 


48. The itavadi [Calcutta] of the 31st July publishes the following 
: case from the report of a correspondent :— 
Tota AY; missed on the East = ‘A Native Christian gentleman with his wife, 
: . intending to go to Mihijam from Howrah by the 
Howrah-Kalka pon train (No. 7), asked of another person whether that 
train would stop at Mihijam. On being answered in the “ion he got 
himself booked for Burdwan, intending to change train there. On arriving at 
Burdwan, however, he was informed that the train would stop at Mihijam, He 
immediately went into the booking office, but while he was booking for 
Mihijam, the train started with his wife, leaving him behind on the platform, 
At the advice of the Burdwan station-master he wired to the station-master 
of Asansol intimating that a Native Christian lady was travelling without a ticket 
by the Howrah-Kalka passenger train and requesting him to take her down 
-and keep her at Asansol, and went to Asansol himself next morning. On 
enquiry there he was told by the station-master that it was not the practice to 
check the tickets of zanana females, as their tickets are generally found 
with their relatives in the other compartments, and so nothing was known at 
Asansol about the missing lady. On this the distressed gentlemen sought the 
rotection of the clergyman at Asansol, who informed the District Traffic 
uperintendent of the facts of the case. The latter caused messages to be 
wired to all the stations between Howrah and Etawah giving details regarding 
the missing lady, and requesting that, if found, she might be sent to Asansol, 
and also advised the husband to institute a search himself. In accordance 
with his advice, the husband made a search in all the stations between Howrah 
and Mogalserai, but without any result, and informed the District Traffic 
Superintendent of it. On this the latter asked the husband to wait at Asansol 
and sent enquiry messages up to Kalka. Inthe meantime a letter from the 
lady reached her father at Nadia teliing him that the head booking-clerk of 
Hathras Junction was keeping her in confinement and asking him to take 
immediate steps for her release. As soon as the District Traffic Superintendent 
was informed of this, he telegraphed to Hathras requesting that the lady be 
sent to Asansol, to which a reply was sent to the effect that correspondence 
was going on with the father of the lady, and that as soon as money to pay 
the passage would be received she would be sent to Asansol. Not being satisfied 
with the reply, the District Traffic Superintendent advised the husband to 
wait for three or four days more, but when at the end of that — the lady 
did not arrive, he advised the husband to lodge a complaint with the police at 
Hathras. Immediately after this the District Traffic Superintendent wired to 
say that the lady did not wish to go back to her husband. The husband has 
gone to Hathras. No further information has yet been received. It should 
be noted here that the lady in question is a young girl of 17 or 18 years. — 
‘The editor remarks that investigation into the case be made by the Railway 
authorities, and puts the following questions :— 


(1) Whether the station staff at Asansol received the telegram which was 
sent from Burdwan, and, if so, what action did they take upon it ? 

(2) A young helpless lady travelled by night from Howrah to Hathras 
quite alone without any ticket,:but it is inexplicable that none of the railway 
servants took notice of her ? Is there really no arrangement for checking the 
tickets of zanana ladies ? 

(3, Did the young girl get down at Hathras herself or was she taken down 
by somebody else ? 

Was there any golmal for her ticket at Hathras? Was she required to 
pay her fare ? Why was not she handed over to the police ? 

(4) Why were not the Railway authorities informed that the lady was 
being kept in the custody of the head booking-clerk until her father could be 
“communicated with ? What right had the head booking-clerk to keep the lady 
in his custody ? Under what law did he do that ? | | 


{ 
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(5° Why did not the station staff of Hathras send the lady to Asansol in 
spite of the repeated telegrams of the District :'T raffic Superintendent asking 
them to do so ? And how was it that after first keeping the lady in their 
custody for twenty to twenty-five days on the plea that her father was being 
communicated with, they at last came forward with the excuse that the lady 
- did not want to go back to her husband ? ? 

The writer points out that although no names are given, the authorities 
will not find it difficult to find out the parties concerned, if they want to 

8. . 

Hs "6 The same paper publishes the following complaints from correspond- 
ents:— 

1) Babu Rames Chandra Mitra, 56, Sitaram 
Ghose’s Street, Calcutta, writes that while travelling by 4-Down, Bombay Mail, 
Fast Indian Railway, on the 19th June last, he found that some valuable 

roperty had been imperceptibly extracted from his trunks in the brake-van. 
When the theft was detected, the Howrah Railway Police were informed of it, 
but they said that the theft having been detected long after its commission 
nothing could be done in the matter. Is there no way of punishing these clever 
thieves who steal so imperceptibly ?. 

(2) Babu Hera Kumar Dey, Burdwan, says that travelling by train 
No. 47, East Indian Railway, which leaves Sheorophuli at 11-30, on the 16th 
and 27th June last, he found that no third-class compartment had been 
reserved for zanana women, although there is a rule in the East Indian Railway 
to the effect that every passenger train should contain such a compartment. 

(3) Babu Santosh Nath Sett says that the trains No. 11-Up and No. 6- 
Down no longer stop at Luckegerai, East Indian Railway. This has caused 
great inconvenience to hundreds of passengers of both sexes who find it neces- 
sary to cross over to the Keul station by a miserable wooden bridge. Luckeserai 
being a big station, the Company can suffer no loss if the trains are made to 


Railway complaints. 


stop there. The General Traffic Manager was memorialised at the time when. 


the mail trains first ceased to stop at Luckeserai. He had on that occasion 
promised to make all the passenger trains stop at Luckeserai. But nothing 
was done afterwards. Itis hoped that the worthy Agent to the Company 
will see either that all the trains stop at Luckeserai or that a good road is made 
between Luckeserai and Keul. | 
50. A correspondent of the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the Ist August 
complains of the bad condition of the village roads 
in Metiri in thana Devagram in the Nadia district. 
Even the main road of the village, running from 
Bazarpara, through Musalmanpara to Paschimpara, remains under water in the 
rainy season. | 
51. The Httavarta [Calcutta] of the 2nd August has the following :— 
Owing to the repeated complaints in this 
paper against overcrowding in the trains running 
between Burdwan and Calcutta, the Railway authorities ruled that in the local 
trains each compartment should not take more than 10 persons, and that in 
the through trains each compartment should not take more than eight persons. 
But owing to the negligence of the railway employés this rule is never 
strictly followed. The higher Ltailway authorities should direct their attention 
to the point. | | 
0% The same paper is glad to hear that the East Indian Railway 
authorities have issued a circular to the effect that 
out of the 22 ticket-collectors in the Howrah 
station 18 should be natives and only four Euro- 
peans. The salaries of these native ticket-collectors have, however, been 
fixed at Rs. 30 to 50. a month instead of at Rs. 40 to 60, as in the case of 
European ticket collectors, Again the native ticket collectors are not permit- 
ted to = in competitive examinations for higher posts in the railway 
service. We ask, why should such partiality be shown to Europeans? 
03. The same paper says that during the few minutes that the public 
| horomahtane ‘1s: obstructed by the passing of the 
- Port Trust Railway train- along the Strand, there is. 
@ great crowding of carriages and people, and. not 
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unfrequently accidents take place. The police as well as the Port Com mis- 
sioners ought to take steps against the occurrence of such accidents. __ 
54. Referring to the fiers to extend Haris Mukharji’s Road in 


The proposed extension of a howanipore, the Pratyna [Calcutta] of the oth 


seed in Ghowanipore. August says that it is impossible for Europeans 

living in tenanted houses to realise the anguish 
that will be felt by those who will have to leave their ancestral homesteads. 
As for the acquisition, with a view to pecuniary profit, of land in addition to 
what will be required for the road, it is no exaggeration to call it zulm. The 
eencrous Lieutenant-Governor is requested to attend to the matter. 


(h) — General. 


55. -Refeiring to the case published by the Zribune of Lahore, in which 

ns Miia dite iii a few high caste Hindu sepoys were punished at 

: fied ’ ~  Ranikhet, Punjab, for refusing to escort carts 

loaded with beef, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 31st July says that if the 

account published be true, an investigation into the case ought to be made 

by the Government. -To order a high caste Hindu to do anything which 
might go against his shastras is not advisable. 7 


56. A correspondent writing in the same paper says that there is no post- 
_ Office in the neighbourhood of the village Shalnagar 
in the Jessore district. ‘The nearest postal town is 
Alkadanga, nine miles off. The rule requires the peon at the Alkadanga _post- 
office to deliver letters at Shalnagar three times a week, but in practice he 
never does this more than once ins fortnight. The inconvenience thus caused 
led the inhabitants of the village to make an application to the Superintendent 
of Post-offices, Nadia Division, for a separate post-office at Shalnagar. This 
application was granted, on the condition thata sum of Rs. 60 be deposited 
by the villagers for the expenses of the office. But very strangely when the 
villagers came to make the deposit it was not accepted. All subsequent 
applications have been refused on the ground that if an office is opened 
there will not be sufficient work for it. It is indeed strange to suppose 
that the village which sends over five thousand rupees by revenue money-order, 
more than four thousand rupees by money-order, and exchanges over hundred 
letters every week, which has no post office within a range 10 to 12 miles, 
and in the vicinity of which a Sub-Deputy or a Kanungo resides during the 
whole of the year, should be unable to maintain a branch post-office. Besides, 
if loss occurs, Government need not suffer, the loss being recouped from the 
sum of Rs. 60 which the villagers are still ready to deposit. Under the 
circumstances, the authorities should no longer refuse to open a post-office 
in Shalnagar. ae 
57. Referring to the dismissal of a Brahmin sepoy of eighteen years’ 
Pa er . ae standing named ane a | a » 
ME sigs religious grounds, to take cart-loads of cows’ fies 
Hinds adel dead iin Ranikhet to some other place, noticed in the 
Tribune newspaper of Lahore, the Bangavas 
[Calcutta] of the Ist August writes as follows:— 
__ To order a Hindu to touch cows’ flesh was @ very serious matter. Ii 
such a thing did really happen, it must have happened without the knowledge 
of the Commander-in-Chief; for no one can believe that Lord Kitchener 
would support such an order. But the matter ought to come to his notice; 
a he may then take steps to prevent the recurrence of such a thing in the 
uture. 

As Hindus we cannot even utter the words cows’ flesh and we have written 
those words under necessity. There is no wonder that the Hindu sepoys 
refused to touch the thing which was in the carts. A Hindu shuts his 
eye when that thing is brought before him. Where is the Hindu who would 
touch what he could not even look at? Wedo not say that the officer in 
charge of the troops was actuated by anger, zid or malice in telling the 
Brahmin sepoy to carry a ting which the latter could not even touch or 
that in giving the order he knew that the Hindu sepoy would lose his caste. 
Seeing that he tried to explain to the sepoy that ‘there might be religious 


A postal matter. 


objection against touching raw cows’ flesh, but there could exist ‘none egainst 
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touching flesh which was not raw, who can see any bad motive underlyi 
his action? All that can be said against him 16 that he either made a mistake 
or acted in ignorance, On the other hand, it is the religious belief of the 
Hindus that cows’ flesh, whether raw or otherwise, is not to be touched by 
them, The Hindu sepoys also firmly believe that that stinking article is not 
to be touched by a true indu. 

We have a word to say to the officer, and that is that the only reason why 
-the sepoys refused to obey his order is that its carrying out would have 
seriously interfered with their religion. It 1s true the struggle for existence 
has become hard now-a-days; but a Hindu would rather starve and die with 
a cheerful heart than lose his religion, What other reason could there be 
fora Hindu sepoy, who is always ready, at the command of: his officer, to 


lay down his life, to disobey such a commor: order of his superior? Did he not 


know that he would lose his service, and with it his means of subsistence, if he 
disobeyed ? The officer ge to have employed Musalman sepoys:on this 
particular duty, and employe the Hindu sepoys on harder work as test of 
their obedience to authority. a 

The officer made a mistake. But such a mistake is not good for us. 
After all, what was Mahtab Singh’s fault ? He only informed his superior of 
the objections of his co-religionists. : 

It is to be hoped that the officer will see his mistake and that the far- 
sighted Commander-in-Chief will onan into the case and do justice in it. 

58. The Hitavaria [Calcutta] of the 2nd August is sorry that some Hindu 
Se sepoys have been dismissed the service for refusin 
Unjust dismissal of some sepoys. 4° Cccort a cart loaded with beef -to Ranikhet. 
This is very bad and opposed to the spirit of the late Queen’s Proclamation. 
Government knows that greased cartridges were one of the causes of the 
Mutiny. Lord Curzon should take the case into his special consideration and 

reinstate the poor sepoys in their posts. 
59. Thesame paper says that the Magistrate of Maulviganj in Assam 
ordered a daroga to arrest the local post-master for 
| returning a parcel sent by him to be posted. 
When the case, however, assumed a serious aspect, he denied having ordered 
the daroga to arrest the post-master. 
60. The same paper issorry that the mufassal clerks who come to Lucknow 
iia aac a cae = learn pe reine bgp made to aes — 
Wo Wetoten atTocknow dectures every day in the morning, and those who 
ee fail to do met A are fned Re. 1. The Government of 
the United Provinces should direct its attention to the matter. 


61. The same paper is sorry that the Somvarimela, that is the fair held 
each Monday in the month of Sravan within the 
compound of the Judge’s Court at Patna, has been 
prohibited by an order of the District Judge. It is 


said that the Judge became angry because his horse got frightened and threw 
the coachman down. 


62. <A correspondent from Nandigram writes to the Nihar [Contai] of the 
4th August, complaining that the arrangements for 
postal work at the Terapokhia post-office are most 
defective. There is no paid peon for the delivery of letters, &c., and the post- 
master 18 at once school master, shopkeeper and physician. So the work of 
the post-office is most perfunctorily done. It is to be hoped that the authorities 
will be pleased to remove this serious inconvenience of the public. 


The Maulviganj post-office case. 


The Somvarimela at Patna pro- 
hibited by the District Judge. 


A postal complaint. 


IIT.— LEGIsLation. | 


_ 63. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 28th July thus writes :— 

We Bias Se Recently the Bengal Government introduced 
° Senge’ Settled Estaves Bill. 4 Bill in the Bengal Legislative Council for the 

good of the zamindars. Should this Bill be passed into law, a great change 

will be effected in the system of inheritanve obtaining among Hindus and 
uhammadans. The sons of zamindars will no longer remain idle, expecting 

to receive their respective shares in zamindaris, but will be compelled to fin 


out independent means of living, As the law .of primogeniture obtains in 
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England, the sons of the nobles look to their own exertions for their improve- 
ment in life. But the form in which the Bill has been drawn up will, if 
proper changes are not introduced, deprive the zamindars of their independence 
and reduce them to the position of men living under the Cour} of Wards, 
Government will be compelled to interfere in every detail of the zamindari 
work, The zamindar will | have to pay to Government a fourth of his net income 
as the price of stamps. But in matters of self-government like these, Govern- 
ment interference is in most cases injurious. a 

As an effect of this Bill, a set of zamindars will come into existence who 
will be completely dependent upon Government, It is difficult to foresee what 
proportions the present influence of Government, which is scarcely perceptible, 
will assume in time. It is plain, however, that another source of income is 
going to be opened to Government. It is doubtful whether the public will 
view this Bill favourabty. a 

64. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 28th July writes thus :— 

It is said that a Bill is shortly to be intro- 
The Bengal Settled Estates Bill. 44 ¢6d into the Bengal Legislative Council provid- 
ing that a father may settle the whole of his property upon his eldest son for 
his life to prevent the mischief arising out of the present system under which 
all the sons become equal sharers of their father’s property. Whether such a law 
will do good to society or the reverse is a matter for serious consideration. 
We hope Government will do nothing in the matter without due consideration. 
All the Associations of the country as well as its distinguished men ought to be 
consulted by Government before action is taken. 
65. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 30th July fails to see what zamindar, 
: who has any commonsense, will subject himself to 
pint’ Bengal Settled Estates the provisions of the Bengal Settled Estates Biil 
when it is passed into law, seeing that to avail him- 
self of its provisions a zamindar will have to spend a goodly portion of his 
income and to circumscribe his independence in regard to his zamindari in 
return for the advantage of depriving his younger sons of any share in the 
zamindari and of keeping it undivided for only two generations, 

The passing of the Bill will not, it is true, destroy the Permanent Settle- 
ment, but it will create an opportunity for increasing the revenues. If the 
zamindars allow this noose to be thrown round their necks, they wil} lose even 
the little indepéndence which they now possess. Government, on the other 
hand, will be free at any time to tell a zamindar, who has availed himself of 
the advantages of the measure at a large outlay, that the provisions of the Bill | 
will no longer bo applicable to his zamindari. Where will the zamindar’s long- 
ing fcr the prestige of his wey then be? | | 

‘The proposed measure might have done good if the zamindars of Bengal 
had all been stupid people, But there is no want of exceptionally intelligent 
zamindars in Bengal; and one can scarcely believe that such zamindars will 
like practically to make over their zamindaris to Government and live as 
strangers on their own native place. 

66. Referring to the Bengal Settled Estates Bill the Aitavadi [Calcutta } of 

the 3lst July says that there can be no objection to 

on” Bengal Settled Estates such a law as is proposed in the Bill, since it leaves 
| entirely to the option of the zamindar whether he 

is to be governed by it or not. A similar law is at present in force amongst the 
talukdars of Oudh and amongst certain classes of landlords in Madras. The 
operation of this law in those places has been very satisfactory. It is therefore 
to be hoped that such a law, if in forcein Bengal, will also produce good results. 

67. A correspondent of the Rangalay (Calcutta; of the 2nd August writes 

as follows in connection with the Bengal Settled 
_ The Bengal Settled Estates Estates Bill:— | 
Bill. pin eal 
, The zamindars of our country are under 
English rule merely farmers of the land revenue. In this connection we have 
no wish to refer to the twelve Bhuinas who in ancient times flourished 10° 
Bengal or to the causes which made it possible for the zamindar families of 
Burdwan, Nator, Krishnagar, Susanga and Diuajpur to exercise ruling powers 


_in the past. But the zamindars of the present time, those, that is, who would 


establish a Raj-Kumar College for the benefit of their boys and found an 


\ 


$b 


( 695 ) | 
, cy in these provinces, are all of them men who have recently grown in 
ac hey do an come of old families, nor have they been ines x ce 
for seven generations past, and though English laws and regulations have made 
‘hem zamindars, they are still perfect nonentities, as helpless and incapable as 
the wooden god Jagannath. They have no other power or importance except 
such as is derived from their wealth. They do not assist the Government in the 
work of administration, and are neither leaders: of society nor zealous defenders 
of their religion. They have sprung from the middle classes, and their matri- 
monial relations are confined to those classes. Their social status is by no 
means higher than that enjoyed by a middle class family. If the law of pri- 
mogeniture were introduced among this class of wealthy men, nobody would 
be a gainer by the ee ae while the greatest injury would be done to 
native society. The fact that the Dayabhag of Jimutbahan 1s in force in these 
provinces makes the growth and distribution of wealth possible among the 
people, preserves inviolate the superiority conferred by race and caste, and 
serves a8 @ check on an undue increase of extremely poor as well as extremely 
rich men among the native population.  =«_—> . - ing 
The application of the law of primogeniture to all families possessed of 
landed properties yielding large annual incomes would have the effect of mak- 
ing the condition of the younger sons ogee deplorable. Such a law is, 
indeed, in force in the few large estates in Bihar, but the interests of the 
younger sons in those estates are safeguarded by the practice of making allot- 


ments of parganas in their favour, and the grant to them of titles and monthly © 


stipends. Will Government insert suitable provisions in the proposed law? 
If it does, there will arise great troubles in future. Considering that we can 
make testementary dispositions of our properties and create devotiar estates, it 
must be admitted that we already possess in a large measure the power to 
remove the disabilities for the removal of which the Government is going to 
introduce this Settled Estates Bill. Still the proposed law may prove of some 
use to those who have received the titles of Raja, Maharaja, etc., from Govern- 
ment in maintaining such titles. Sv far as we know the proposed law would 
confer immediate benefit only on three zamindars, for there are few Bengali 
zamiodars who possess landed properties yielding large annual incomes. The 
possession of such incomes would not be enough, There is a heavy stamp duty 
which must be paid, and the various items of expenditure, proper as well as 
improper, which must be met. | | 

We do not like the proposed law and are unable to see what has induced 
the Government to agree to its enactment. Ifthe permanent settlement has 
really proved injurious to the interests of Government, it should consider that 
the introduction of the law of promogeniture will have the effect of strengthen- 


ing that settlement. On behalf of native society we protest against the Bengal 
Settled Estates Bill. : 


68, ‘The Chinsura —— {Chinsura} of the 2nd August, writes as 
ollows :— . 

Bi wr lel Ste A new Bill, called ‘The Bengal Settled 

i Estates Bill,” will shortly be introduced in the 

Bengal Legislative Council. A 

Talukdars and a certain class of zamindars in Madras, and the result has been 


satisfactory in both these rovinces. W th f think that. i Iso 
the effects of euch « MB it aged ef, erefore , in Bengal also, 


V.—PRosPECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


69, Referring to the distress prevailing in pargana Doro in the Midnapore 
di ks hs _ district, a correspondent from Jaynagor writes to 
trict, De Midi@pore dis- the Medini Bandhay [Midnapore] of the 29th July:—’ 
_\ The following cases which. the correspondent 
personally saw will testify to the severity of the distress prevailing among the 
Government. ‘khas mabal raiyate in pargana Doro in the Midnapore district : (1) 
A Muhammadan, while engaged in cutting earth in the field on the 5th Sravan, 
suddenly fell down senseless. When herecovered from the shock, he was asked 


why he had fallen into.'a swoon. .The man said he had taken no food for three | 
days. (2) A man named Golak Rana died on the 6th Sravan after several days’ 


\ 
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similar law is in operation among the Oudh | 
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continuous fasting. Three other men have leit Jaynagar owing to inability 
to find means of subsistence. (3) A man of Raghunathpur village, police 
station Sutahata, while returning home from the market, was robbed on the 
way of all his belongings, including Rs, 2-14 which he had with him in 
pos and the dhutt which he had on. A few days ago a Brahmin was robbed 
on his way home at noon by three men. The rice and piece of cloth which he 
had obtained by performing a sradh ceremony were snatched away from him. 

sey ape soos, - 20+ The Jyott [Chittagong] of the 30th July says that the crops in the 
uly 30th, 1908. Chittagong district are heavily suffering on account 
Crop prospects in the Chitte- of the failure of the rains. The seedlings are 

gong district. ° . : 
withering away, cases of fever and other diseases 
are to be met with in almost every household. On the whole, the prospects are 

most gloomy. 

prey: Sa ' . 71, A correspondent writes to the Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the Ist 
p sictienc ats ; August that great distress prevails in village Dban- 
B be eto Pea village in the Simla. Cultivation has suffered on account of the 
failure of the rains. Rice sells at 84 seers per rupee. 
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sinyoat wae ° ¥ er (6 tai] of the 4th August that l 
Rey : e Nihar [Contai] of the says people in certain 
mesial Sesieiiis in 90 villages of the Midnapore district have been living 
gebed ripmmaet for many days on a species of herb called the 
giria. It is curious that when the police held an inquiry, the people denied 
that they had eaten the plant. The reason of this will be manifest when it is 
remembered that people have a dread of the police. They naturally concluded 
that as it was criminal to. boil down sea-water, so eating the girta, which 
does not require salt to be added to it when eaten, would also be equally 
criminal as containing salt like sea-water. The police must not be employed to 
make such enquiries if Government wants to know the true state of things. 

A correspondent from Bhagawanpur writes to the same paper that cultiva- 
tion has suffered heavily on account of the drought, The Mahajans refuse to 
lend paddy to the raiyats. The raiyats have so long managed to pay their rent 
and the chaukidari tax by selling their utensils and other useful household 
articles. But now the crisis has come. Unable to find any means of subsis- 
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tence, many persons have turned beggars and some are adopting illegal means 
to save their lives. What is worse, disease has appeared among cattle, and a 
great number have already died. Cattle poisoning also prevails, Paddy sells 
at Rs. 2 per maund and rice at 13 seers per rupee. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 73. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 2Ist July writes as 
July 21st, 1903. ’ follows :— 
PE ose wg = een ne We have tried to show in our first articles 
that want of rainfall is the first and foremost cause 
of the decline of agriculture and agriculturists in Bengal. Divine help is to 
be most relied upon for the removal of this cause. But there is no sign of 
Divine favour to this country. Year after year there is drought, and that grim 
monster bids fair to devour the entire race of agriculturists in Bengal. 
Who is there to whose eyes tears are not brought by the sight of the 
agriculturists emaciated by starvation? Will no one gird up his loins to 
improve this miserable condition ofthe agriculturists? The favour of Govern- 
ment is greatly needed. But should Government and Government officials 
remain indifferent in the matter? Will the millionaires of the country do 
nothing? Will they always their days in sleep? Will am not think 
even once of the miserable condition of their poor brethren? Will they not 
— for relieving the distress of the raiyats a portion of the money which 
they spend like water in pursuit of luxury ? There is no doubt that Bengal, 
too, will fall into ruin when her chief stay, the race of agriculturists, 15 
extirpated. : : 
uxury is the second cause of the decline of the agricultural class. 
Western civilisation and luxury, which is the -result of bad education, are 
working our ruin, An inundation of bad education—an inundation that 
carries on its surface luxury—is sapping the foundation of our homes, but seeing 


¢ 
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we see not this. Rich or 
officer, educated or uneducated—no one seems to be able to escape its hands. 
Idleness. comes in the train of luxury, but seeing we see not the harm that 


r, king or subject, cultivator or highly-paid 


. 


luxury and idleness are doing to men, women and children in this country. 
The reformers in this country do not agitate much about this matter, ‘fo 
long this luxury possessed only townspeople, but now it is invading the 


culturists in remote villages and thereby working their ruin and sowing ° 


seeds of discontent among them. The agriculturists who were former! 

content with coarse food and coarse clothes for themselves and their children 
are, thanks to Western civilisation, no longer content with their former condi- 
tion, Such is the effect of evil education that they are exchanging their 
crops, which are, as it were, their life for glittering Western gauds and are 
highly delighted to clothe their children in English clothes. They have no 
‘dea that they are being carried by this tide of gy! pleasant luxury 
towards the gulf of ruin. We see hundreds of Hindu householders who, 
in spite of having a decent income, are gradually becoming involved in debt. 
If a householder suddenly dies, his wife and children have no place to lay their 
headsunder. A similar fate is befalling the agricultural class. A year’s drought 
produces wailing among them. The authorities as well as the educated people 


of the country should take timely steps to remedy this evil, or else ruin is 


inevitable. , ; 

For the improvement of the agricultural and industrial classes Govern- 
is now introducing a novel system of education, which goes by the name of 
the kindergarten system. It is an exntic and is not taking kin y to‘our soil. 
True, the sons of uy eon sien should learn agriculture. But is agriculture 
a subject that can be learnt from gurus, and should those who learn agriculture 
learn nothing else? We do not approve of this system. It will in no way 
improve agriculture. We wish to speak something on this system of education 
in a future issue. : 

74, Referring to the celebration of the Sivaji festival recently held in 
Calcutta, the Bangabhumi (Calcutta| of the 28th 
July writes as follows:— | 

We cannot deny what the Pioneer wrote about the celebration. It is 
perfectly true that we have not yet forgotten the oppression we suffered at 
the hands of the Mahrattas. Who can say that similar oppression would not 
have been committed in the present, if the pax Britannica had not 
existed ? That we worship Sivaji, in spite of all this, is because he was a 
Hindu Raja. But it must he admitted that there was no ring of sincerity 
about the movement in Calcutta. We think the large concourse at the recent 
celebration was due to three extraneous causes, namely, the newness of the 


The Sivaji festival in Calcutta. 


movement, a speech by Babu Surendra Nath Banerji, and the holding of a 


public meeting in a theatre. It may have been also noted that the majority 


of that day’s assembly consisted of students, and everybody should see what 


their attraction was. A man well-versed in the history of the Bengalis. will 
see that the festival is nothing but a transient movement with the Bengalis, 
and will, unfortunately, leave no permanent trace behind it. ' 

That the name of Sivaji was not as popular in Bengal as were. the names 
of the Rajput princes like Pratap Singh or Raj Singh is partly due to-the 
memory of the panic which was created in Bengal by the Mahratta depreda- 
tions and partly to the fact that Mahratta chiefs were never held in high 
esteem by foreign historians. This proves that the present festival is a soulless 
movement. 
worship the great Rajput chiefs, and especially the Maharana Pratap, before 
they worship Sivaji or any other Mabratta chief. _ | 

We have written all this to warn Bengalis of the danger of adopting 
everything Mahratta as good without examining them. There has grown 


up of late the fashion of importing Mahratta things as fit for adoption by — 


Bengalis. : 
73. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad 
The Durbar at Murshidabad. that the P leaders of 


visit of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. Some of the 
pleaders received invitation cards not because they were pleaders, but because 


Y\ 


of the 29th July complains 
urshidabad were not invited 


to the Durbar held there on the occasion of the 


\ 


If Bengalis like to worship their national heroes, they should — 
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they were either Honorary Magistrates, Municipal Commissioners, or zamindars, 
But while even senior pleaders were excluded, a mukhtar was invited to the 
Durbar. As regards the arrangement of seats in the Durbar, it must be 
observed that due discretion was not exercised init. Aftor the municipal 
address was read, the members of the deputation were not, as is the custom, 
introduced to His Honour, but those of the District Board were so introduced. 
A consideration of these points leads irresistibly to the conclusion that the 
Durbar arrangements were not quite satisfactory. . | 
MIHIB-0-SUDHAKAR, 76. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 31st July has the follow. 


July $list, 1903, 


The Sivaji festival in Calcutta. ~ The festival in honour of Sivaji, the founder 


of that band of robbers known as the Bargis, and the prince of wily oppressors, 
has just been held with great ccla¢ in a holy temple (?) in Calcutta. Our 
Hindu brethren, many of whose ancesturs were robbed and expelled from the | 
country or killed by those Bargis, are to-day according divine honours to 
Sivaji, the first Bargi leader. The Bengali has always been a sensation-monger, 
and whatever the matter which engages his attention for the time being, he 
is sure to fly to the extreme, There was a time when the speeches of the 
glib-tongued Bengali on the cow preservation movement shook the Town 
Hall. But no trace of Sriman Swami, the leader of that movement, can be 
found to-day. And though owing to a variety of causes the bovine race is 
being exterminated in Bengal, the question fails to receive the attention of 
the native writers and speakers who wouid pose as the deliverers of their 
country. Now, what is the lesson which the Bengali Hindu expects to learn 
from this celebration in honour of Sivaji? Wi5ull it teach the Hindus of the 
present time to cherish in their hearts the high expectation of destroying 
British rule in India, and for that purpose to resort tq various improper and 
evil expedients as was done by Sivaji for the purpose of subverting the 
Moghul rule in this country? Brother Hindu, while you reserve all your 
honours for a robber-chief, you have no respect to show to a true hero. The 
Mahratta robbers were on the point of bringing ruin and desolation on the 
whole of India, and if that Pathan hero, Ahmad Shah Abdali, had not broken, 
their poison fangs and the English had not later on assumed the government 
of the country, those irrepressible freebooters would have converted India 
into a vast cremation ground. It was these Mahrattas who were responsible 
for the appearance of the Pindaris and other robber hordes in the land. 
If you had to-day held a festival in honour of that great hero Maharana Pratap 
Singh, that would have shown that you, possess a noble heart, After a few 
days this Sivaji festival will very probably be forgotten, like many other 
movements started by yon, and was it proper to hold the festival in a theatre | 
which is a sporting ground for prostitutes? We were sorry to see a wise and 
experienced man like Surendra’ Babu in such a place. Was Sivaji, after all, 
a model man ? CR ee ey | 
7. The Hitavad [Calcutta] of the 3lst July writes as follows:— 


ee eR _ The extinction of the American Indians and 
ee oe ee the distress of the African negroes show how one 
race of human beings can suck ont, like the vampires of America, the very 
life-blood of another race for its own aggrandisement. The collision of the 
races all over the world reminds one of thé fable of the ‘brass pot and the 
earthen pot told by Ausop. In the modern world the European races are the 
brass pots and the American, African and Asiatic races are the earthen 
pots.. Among these latter, the Chinese, through their good fortune, and the 
Japanese, through their enterprise, have been able to acquire'sume strength. 
As a consequence we find England embracing Japan as an ally, even tothe . 
detriment of her own prestige. It is often eetiatad that Japan may not 
beable to come unhurt out of this apparently friendly embrace of the powerful ° 
England. But the writer hopes and prays that, instead of such a thing hap- 
pening, both England and Japan may grow in prosperity as well as in friend- 
BOIp. \ \ : \ ete 
All those circumstances which render the Asiatics unable to compete with 
the Europeans and lead the latterto conduct themselves haughtily towards the 
former, aJso make it as dangerous for the\ Asiatics, with all their ancient glory ' 
and modern culture, to be pitted against the Europeans, as it is for an earthen 
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pot to be pitted against a brass pot. The life and death of the Indians rest 
entirely upon the mercy of England. Itis now for them totake care that they 
are not wiped off the face of the earth like the red Indians. 


India has ever received a large amount of kindly interest from England. 
But this interest came from individual Englishmen, not from the English nation 
asa whole. Cornwallis and Canning, Metcalfe and Bentinck, Lawrence and 
Mayo, not to speak of Ripon and others, had, although foreigners, always 
evinced a large amount of kindly interest in India. They were able to enlist 
the hearts of the Indiansin favour of the British rale by each effecting con- 
siderable improvement in it. But how far all this has advanced the permanent 
welfare of India and how far the Indians have gone down in the contest for 
self-aggrandisement begun by this powerful nation are matters which ought to 
engage the attention of every thoughtful Indian. No further delay should be 
made in devising some practical means for persuading these foreign rulers to 
somewhat crush their own interested instincts in order to advance the national 
welfare and progress of the Indians. ; : 


78. The same paper saysthat in accordance with the orders of the Divi- 
sional Commissioner a meeting of the eubscribers 

The Bozra Coronation Fund tg the Bogra Coronation Fund was held at the 
surplus qwestion. 
sum of Rs, 33,000, which has remained outstanding from the Coronation collec- 
tions after defraying the expenses of the festivities, should be applied. 
Babu Barada Kanta ‘Talukdar, B. L., the leading member of the Curonation 
Committee, proposed that this sum be devoted to the creation of a park anda 
rest-house, and took up the greatest portion of the time of the meeting in ex- 
plaining to it the necessity for the same. The District Magistrate, who was in 
the chair, did not allow the subsequent speakers more than five minutes each. 


A number of other proposals having for their object the general welfare of the. 


community were made, but fell through for want of support. The proposal for 


a park and a rest-house which appears to have been predetermined and for 


which vigorous canvassing, sometimes even accompanied by threats of harass- 
ment by police officers, appears to have been made both in the town and in the 
mufassal, was at last unanimously agreed to. There were two to two hundred 
and fifty respectable persons present in the meeting, including the Deputy 


Magistrates, Munsifs, and Nawab Abdus Sobhan Chowdhuri. Out of these only 


40 voted for a park and a rest-house, the rest reserving their vutes. The more 


distinguished persons like the Nawab Bahadur did not support any of the pro- 


posals. ‘I‘here must have been reason for all this. Barada Babu, the mover of 


the resolution, was allowed to dilate for more than an hour and a half on the uses. 


of a park, yet when Babu Pyari Sankar Das Gupta rose to oppose this resolution, 
he was allowed only five minutes’ time. ‘The letter of the Commissioner said 
that excavation of tanks, improving of the channel of the river Karatoya, repair 
of roads, &c., wero the objects on which public opinion should be invited. Was 
it right for the Magistrate to have disregarded the orders of the Commissioner 
in this manner ? Unfortunately Mr. Marindin, the sympathetic Commissioner 
of the Division, is now on leave. It is hoped that Mr. Williams, who is the 


Commissioner at present, will not issue any final orders, relying solely on the 
Magistrate’s report. J o_" : 


79, The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the Ist August remarks that the Bengalis 
ought first of all to learn howto respect the memory 
of the great among themselves before ‘they can be 
expected to feel a hearty interest in the Sivaji festival. Those who do not 
respect themselves cannot respect others. | 


80. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 2nd August is sorry the Panic: 
ne oe ality of Dublin did not present an address to King. 
we ray wilted by the Dublin Fdword VII on the peop of his’ visit to that 
town. This shows that the Irish are a very 5 
people. If the residents of any Indian town had conducted , themselves in, that 
manner there is no knowing what punishment would have been inflicted upon 
_ them by the local Magistrate. This shows that there is a great difference be-. 
tween india and the United Kingdom. eee s 
' . 
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81. The Dacea mag << oe of the 38rd August has the following in its 
in , PI nglish columns :— 
a — ale ‘So long we were under the impression that 


only we Indians had: serious grievances to complain 
against—at least to us it seemed as if Europeans out here in search of world’s 


good things were living in a second Paradise, having their wants supplied, 
some by anticipation and others for the mere asking. However true may be 
the above surmise, the party concerned think otherwise—at least some of them 
seem to think that their position in India is daily getting worse and worse, so much 
so, that they no longer feel their lives and i gg safe. The modus operandi 
of a certain class of European agitators is simple enough. Somebody has only 


to set the ball rolling and, rest assured, most of the members belonging to the 
community will join in the game. The cloud that appears at first to be onl 

of the measure of a man’s hand goon begins to swell in bulk and thickness til 
at last it envelops the whole sky in Cimmerian darkness, portending a second 
deluge. A solitary crow bemoans his hard lot in the columns of an organ 


to support his cause. In time the whole flock takes up his cue. 


1 
Mestings are held in all important centres charging the party who might have 


incurred their displeasure with all sorts of sins—sins of omission and commis- 
sion. But we digress. : 

“We will not concern ourselves here with the complaints of the whole 
Anglo-Indian community. We will to-duy address ourselves to the alleged woes 
of the tea-planters of Assam. | 

‘The Cachar planters have sounded the note of alarm and, knowing as we 
do how strong is fellow-feeling among them and how keen they are in the 


matter of self-interest, 1¢ requires no prophetic wisdom to say that the cr 


raised in Cachar will be eagerly taken up in no time by the whole planting 


community of Assam, and by combined efforts they will raise a storm before 
the fury of which even the all-powerful Viceroy will tremble like an aspen tree. 
Woe be to him who dare stand before the fury of such a storm. 
‘* We will now proceed, with the readers’ permission, to the consideration of 
the subject which has given occasion for the above observations. It appears the 
resent Deputy Commissioner of Cachar, true to the instinct of a genuine 
er is trying to do even-handed justice in cases between the Indian 
coolies and their Kuropean ye phiey but as might be expected, some of the 
wp | planters do not at all relish it—they have come to regard the coolies 
asa herd of cattle,and, when anybody tries to vouchsafe to the latter any 
treatment implying equality with their European masters in the scale of 
justice, they raise a hue and cry. But in the present instance the Deputy Com- 
missioner, nothing daunted, proceeded with the discharge of his sacred duties 


according to the dictates of his conscience, without caring for the frown and 


favour of his fellow countrymen. Hence this bewailing of the planters. 

‘The other day the Surma Valley Branch of the Tea Association met in 
solemn conclave and passed a resolution condemning the action of the said 
Deputy Commissioner in no measured terms. That the unlucky puny officer 
against whom this mighty bolt from the blue is directed would be crushed to 


utoms is no wonder when one remembers that even a Chief Commissioner can- 
not long survive its onslaught, | 


‘*Qne of the speakers at that meeti 


ng was & gentleman of the name of 


Mr. Birch, who is reported to have delivered himself before that august assemb- 


ly to the following effect: ‘He had no doubt every one present there had 
uoticed for some time past the hostility of Magistrates towards any European 
when he had the misfortune to come in conflict with a native, and not only s0, 
but the practice of setting the whole Government machinery in motion to ack 
up the native whenever # charge under the Indian Penal Code can be framed.’ 

é are curious to know if Mr. Birch’s views are endorsed by the whole commu- 


nity. We hope not. Thank God, matters have not yet come to that worst pass. 


If correctly reported, Mr. Birch’s complaint is directed against all the Magistrates 


for their alleged hostility. If that be the case, why single out one man to 
be pilloried ? The tea industry of Assam is of no recent growth. The vast 
majority of Assam officials were known to be in hand and glove with the tea 
planters and, if Mr. Birch’s accusation has a leg to stand upon, may we ask, ‘how 
is it that. their late friends have all on a sudden left them in the cold and 


/ 


\ 


/ ce 


( 701 ) 


entered into an unholy combination to brin inj ury to tea interests in which 
they have sunk enormous sums? Taking dr. Birch at his word, may not one 
‘nfer that enjoyment of too much power bas had very deleterious ect upon 
some of them at least. After this one need not wonder if their over-bearing 
conduct has at last exhausted the forbearance of even the Assam Magistrates. 
‘¢ But it would seem the local official is being made a scapegoat simply to 

-o noint to the agitation started with an ulterior object, if we rightly under- 
give p give J 
stand Mr. Birch’s deliverance. It yee that so far back as 1897, the Govern- 
ment of Lord Elgin issued orders that whenever a charge under the Indian 
Penal Code is lodged by a native against a European, however trivial that 
charge may be, the Magistrate must, without fail, wire at once full details of 
the charge not only to the local Government but to the Viceroy of India direct. 
Tbat this order had a salutary effect, nobody can deny. It is perhaps because 
of the existence of this order that we see the usual formalities of a trial, what- 
ever may be the final result, in cases in which a European happens to be the 
accused. ‘These astute tea-planters know very well that so long as this circular 
remains in active operation, they cannot always hope to treat the coolies as 
they like. So, if they are to have pegce, they must secure the withdrawal of 
that cbnoxious order. With that object in view, they have started the 
agitation which, tp ostensibly directed against a particular official, is, in 
fact, it seems to us, directed against the supreme Government. 

“The planters have proceeded in the matter in a business way. They pro- 
pose to establish a Defence Association with the sole object of helping pecunia- 
rily Furopeans who may come to figure in a criminal court. This means 
unequal fight. ‘The poor coolie can hardly be expected to fight out successfully 
against such odds. ill Lord Curzon take note of this attitude of the Cachar 
planters? It shows in what light some of these planters regard any attempt on 
the part of the paternal Government to secure some measure of justice for the 
dumb millions entrusted to its care. We hope, Lord Curzon will rise equal to 
the occasion and once more give proof to those of his misguided countrymen 
who are impatient of any control over their unlawful: conduct that he is the 
last man to be bullied’ into submission. We need hardly say, we will watch 
the development of this agitation with very great interest.” 

82. The Tripura Hitaisht [Comilla] of the 4th August writes as follows :— 

1 es Our Viceroy is a clever and farsighted states- 
munity, n#7 and the Sikh com- man, ever solicitous to strengthen the foundations 

ae ; Of British domination in India, He has seen that, 
with the help of the Sikhs, England’s work of holding India is well done, and he 
has undé at the bravery of the Sikhs is the outcome of the religious 
persuasion which\ they follow. He therefore thinks that great service may be 
done to the empire by making the Sikh community more powerful and the 
Sikhs more attached to the English Government, and with this object in view 
he has engaged himself in discussing the Sikh religion. The teacher has been 
Mr. Macliffi, C.8., who recently delivered a speech at Simla hills on the history 
of the Sikh religion and its relation to the Government. Lord Curzon was 
present at the meeting, in which the speaker said many deep things about the 
Sikh religion, Another meeting will soon be held over which His Excellency 
will himself preside and in which the same speaker will speak on the same 
subject. Of course, the Sikhs will be of much greater use if they can be 
_ Toused, But no one except a religious man can instil life and vigour into a 

religion ; and who but a saintly Sikh guru can guide the Sikhs? 

83, The People and Prativasi Na sees of the 5th August has the follow- 

Lo ; ing in its English columns:— 
' sid busca i. The Paeeor has been under a cloud for some 
time, and its petulance agai Lord Curzon made it say many extravagant 
things against his | hip. But our contemporary seems to have been 
restored back to grace once more, and be basking again in the genial sunshine 
of Viceregal favour. We think therefore, that it is not at all unlikely that our 
‘contemporary is once more in the confidence of the Viceroy, and knowsas much 
about his intentions as he himself. But. we still hesitate to vouch for the 
correctness of the information regarding Lord Curzon’s tenure of office that has 
lately been published by our contemporary. Weare told that Lord Curzon has. 
already received an extension of office and has accepted it, that he will nct lay 
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down the office in December, but will continue to act as Viceroy till the follow- 
ing March, when oe completed his budget work, he will proceed home for 
a couple of months, and that, during the interregnum, the senior Member of 
the Imperial Council will officiate as Viceroy.. Well, the announcement has 
been received by the Indiari people with no extraordinary demonstration of joy 
or gratification, The fact of the matter is, they have begun to tire of Lord 
Curzon. The Mirror no doubt, comes it too strong when he insinuates that 
Lord Curzon means to become the Duke of Tibet before he shakes the dust of 
India off his feet, and adds that his extension of office ‘would mean grievous 

eril to India, and will be fraught with dangerous consequences abroad.’ We 
some come to that stage in our affair when nothing matters one way or the 
other, But we have had enough of Lord (Curzon, and would fain speed him 
home the sooner the better,” 

84. The Pratijna [Calcutta] of the 5th August has the following :— 


_ Among the patriots born in India during the 
—eo |. ie ‘ene sentation Sivaji is, as it wate, the 
lustrous central gem, the last polar star in the sky of Indian freedom. His 
religiousness, his reverence fur his spiritual preceptor and his mother, his strict 
sense of justice, his untiring efforts for the protection of cows, his respect for, 
and courteous treatment of, women attract to this day the reverence of the entire 
Indian population. No one contends that he was a perfect man, for viitue 
and vice are found side by side like light and shadow. But he was not really so 
wicked as his detractors delight to paint him when they call him a liar, a 
traitor and a murderer, and such ugly names. The treacheries practised by him 
were practised to break foreign fetters, the murders committed by him cease to 
be such when the noble end which prompted them is taken into consideration. 
He staked his very life on the foundation of an independent Hindu kingdom. 

So anxious was he to accomplish this noble purpose that, though deepl 
religious, he counted as no sin a sin that required to be committed for the deli- 
verance of his mother-land. He was not content with practising robbery in his 
narrow mountain pass or with blowing the trumpet of victory in Maharastra: he 
was revolved to carry the victorious banner of Hinduism allover India, Weare 
to-day proud of and cheered by this noble example of his. His vices were the 
vices of his age, while his virtues were such as we are eager to imitate. We 
are to-day transported with joy and hallowed by the patriotism which was 
kindled by him as well as by the fraternity, unity, devotion to Hinduism and 
feeling of nationality which was displayed by him in the foundation of the 
great Hindu empire by the founding of which he has immortalised himself. 

Sivaji staked his life on the protection of Hinduism. The son of a pett 
jagirdar he stood fearlessly against the countless hosts of the Moghul Empire, 
We shall always worship this extraordinary valour. Sivaji is the last indepen- 

dent Hindu King, India’e last patriotic hero. 
85. The Pratinidhi br scorry of the 18th July thus remarks on the 
Tho Sivaji festival Siveji feetival :—- : 

eer Hero-worship is prevalent in all countries and 
among all peoples. It is the essence of national life. It is encouraging that 
our national torpor has in a great measure disappeared, and vigour seems to 
have returned to our impoverished hearts. The Sivaji festival is only one of 
the first symptoms of a national re-awakening. Sivaji is a national hero and is 
India’s inestimable treasure. He has long been neglected. It is through the 


light of Western culture that we are enabled to find out our great men and 
appreciate their greatness. : 


Urtya Papers, 


86. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 15th July and the 


ee Samvad Vahtka [Balasore] of the 23rd July state 

The weather and crops in Orissa. that good rain has x yad throughou pore Balaso re 
district to the great benefit of the standing crops. The transplanting of rice 1s 
going on at full speed, The Utkaldipika[Cuttack] of the 25th July makes a 


similar statement with regard to the Cuttack district. Garjatbasiné [Talcher] 
of the 25th July states that the rainfall was heavy in Angul, where embank- 


ments are said to have been breached, It is further stated that fairly good 
rain has fallen in the Talcher State, 


- (08 ) 


87. The Uriya and Navasamvad (Balasore) of the 16th July regrets to 
hear that in cab 4 notes valued at Rs. 5 each will 
Five-rupee, sapmerorsy —" not not henceforth be received in post offices for 
scales Pie SDS purposes of remittance, and observes that thie must 
prove inconvenient to the public. ‘ 

“38. The same paper is glad to announce that the Rajas of Athgurh and 
sia i ee Khalikote gg goweg: Uriya as the Court 
Uriya as Court iangaage 1 language in their States in preference to Telegu, 
_ Athgurh and waemnervs ee. which ad hitherto gained currency in those States. 
89. The Utkaldipita [Cuttack] of the 25th July states that cholera is 
| still prevalent in Cuttack town, and that out of 

63 seizures there 28 were fatal. Le, 
90. Referring to the notice which appeared in the Calcutta Qazette, 
inviting only European and Eurasian candidates to 
ie from the compete for higher appointments in the police 
sper aeianiusncsueiis service, the same paper points out that this unfair 
arrangement strikes at the very root of the principle inculcated in the Queen’s 
Proclamation, and is therefore looked upon as one of the causes of discontent 
among the Indians. : a 
91, The same paper approves of te action of the Director of Land 
- Records and Agriculture in distributing superior 
cotton-seeds among the landlords and tenants of 
Bengal through the Collectors of that Province and 
hopes that the landed interest in Bengal will benefit by the cultivation of that 
very useful plant. - : | 
92, The same paper regrets that the Cuttack Cantonment authorities are 
realising a new tax called “Cuttack Cantonment 
eae Bre pyr Cantonment tem- Temporary Stall” from cartmen who convey wool, 
ee : corn, timber, &c., from the godowns on the Maha- 
nady bank to the Cuttack town, and who are therefore compelled to pass 
through the cantonment. Even the same cartman, if he has to pass through 
the cantonment thrice in a day, has to pay the tax thrice. The cartmen 
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already pay taxes to the Cuttack Municipality and it isnot understood why these _ 


oor but useful members of the Cuttack community are made subject to such a 


arassing and cruel process. If the tax is meant to be imposed on the tradesmen, - 


who deal in sundry articles on the right bank of the Mahanadi, it should be 
realised direct from them. The writer is therefore led to conclude that it is a 
road toll or capitation tax, which is novel inits kind and therefore repulsive 
in its incidence. The writer has grave doubts about the legality of this 
tax, and observes that even if it be legal it should have been notified in 
the official gazette for the information of the public. The. writer therefore 
requests the Government and the Commissioner of the Orissa Division to 
take note of the fact and to decide whether the tax is legal and whether the 
cartman is liable to pay the same. | 
93. The same paper continues its article on the economic condition 
The economic condition of Of VUriss, past and present, and states that while 
Orissa, past and present. the Uriyas were in every department of Govern- 
ment service in the early days of British rule, they 
have been replaced by foreigners is almost every department of that service. 
This foreign -inroad is looked upon as one of the evils of the present day, 
and is the main cause of great discontent among the people. 
94, A correspondent Ps ~~ ae paper points out that ong” the 
eran uttae unicipality have taken good care to 
7” ™ Shot ie Gay me Cuttack les of bad ghee, they have 
not directed their attention to the sale of bad oil, which is consumed as much 
as ghee. The correspondent regrets that the oil dealers mix extraneous matter 


with the oil intended for human consumption, and thereby endanger public 


health. . 
95. The same paper is of opinion that the appeals presented by conticts, 
Aitielee: iain oe = who "és in different jails in India, should be 
services of counsel TS” ** heard by the appellate authorities in the presence 
: | of counsel representing their interests, and when 
the appellants are too poor or are unable to appear by counsel, the appellate 
court should hear any member of the bar, who, moved by considerations of 
pity or philanthropy, presents himself on behalf of the appellant. | 
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Assam PAprrs. 


pong ll 93. The Silchar (Silchar) of the 28th July writes that the Subdivisional 
eT : _ > Officer of Hailakandi, with the help of some Goy- 
‘A High School at Hailakandi, © ernment officers, teheildars and mukhtars, has 
collected Rs. 10,000 from the —— and. started a High English School at 
Hailakandi. In.the collection of this large sum of money great zulm was 
practised on the people. Illegality can never be justified on the ground that 
the end sought tobe gained it is a good one. It was proposed that a 
Middle English School should be established at Sala, and that a grant-in-aid 
of Rs. 20 per month would be sanctioned by the Local Board, But it has 
now been settled, contrary to the recommendation of the Deputy Inspector 
of Schools, that the above grant should be given to the Hailakandi High 
English School. This is most unjust, and it is to be hoped that the Director 
of Public Instruction would be pleased to interfere in the matter. . 
97. The same paper says that the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Johnston, 
ined tisk beaded g, as issued orders that cattle unaccompanied by a 
chee NB trnandedness at St keeper will not be allowed on the Local Board 
roads, but will be drivert away by the chaukidars. 
The Deputy Commissioner ought not to have issued such a cruel order. If 
the chaukidars are required to drive away cattle, they might conveniently be 
re or by coolies at much cheaper cost, and thereby great savings might be 
eflected, 

98. The same paper writes that the vaccination arrangements at Cachar 
are very unsatisfactory. No wonder therefore that 
the. Chief Commissioner should have expressed his 
disapproval thereof. ‘The five vaccinators are all men without any training 
whatever, and success at their hands can never be expected. ‘Those who have 
passed a satisfactory examination at the hospital should be appointed as 
vaccinators on Rs. 15 per month. Such an arrangement will give satisfaction 
all round. But alas! who is to make these arrangements? 
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